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GOING ONLINE: A SHORT INSIGHT INTO HISTORY AND
TERMINOLOGY OF DISTANCE LEARNING
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Over the past two years, the education system all over the world is
facing tremendous changes in teaching approaches, especially in
seondary education. Due to the consequences and rapid
transmission of the new pandemic, all the educational institutions
had to massively switch to distance learning straight away in order
not to interrupt learning processes. At the time when institutions in
western Europe, the USA, and Asia successfully adopted distance
learning technologies, and have been applying them effortlessly, the
Ukrainian state education system is experiencing difficulties with the
use of online learning.

The history of distance leaing dates back now two centuries,
however, only at the beginning of the twentieth century, it
transformed into what we call now online learning. In 1922,
Pennsylvania State College broadcasted its courses across radio
networks. Almost ten years latergetluniversity of lowa became the
first university to use television as a learning tool. Originally its
purpose was to resolve the issue of those learners who did not have
access to traditional forms of education due to many reasons
(geographical location,ishbility, etc.). These days online education
seems to become the most prevailing way of gaining knowledge.

J. L. Moore, C. Dicksoibeane, K. Galyen claim that such terms
as elLearning, online learning, and distance learning are often
interchangeable andnofused. Let us consider some most important
differences between these terms together with digital learning and
blended learning.

Digital learning has the broadest meaning among the rest terms
mentioned above, and refers to all the types of learning dispig!
technology. Furthermore, it includes online courses, doing internet
research, watching online videos in a classroom, and using digital
tools during the lesson, like laptops, tablets, interactive whiteboards
etc. This means that practically all lees done in a classroom
include elements of digital learning.

Distance learning suggests the delivery of knowledge to
geographically distant | earners
instruction occurs between two parties (a learner and an instructor), it

240






